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Doc.  No.  15-G 


Extract  from  "°EARL  HARBOR  -  Intercepted  Diolomatic  Messages 
Sent  by  the  Japanese  Government  Between  July  1  and  December 
P,  1941"  -  Printed  for  the  use  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Investigation  of  the  Pearl  Harbor  Attack  by  the  United  States 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington. 


t>.  lPP  -  191,  inclusive 
FROM:  Washington 


» 

(Secret) 


TO  :  Tokyo 

27  November  1941  (2327-2334  EST) 

(Teleohone  Code)— (See  JD-ls  6941)  (S.I.S,  #25344) 

Trans-Pacific 

Teleohone 

(Conversation  between  Ambassador  Kurusu  and  Japanese  Foreign  . 
Office  American  Division  Chief,  Yamamoto) 


(After  connection  was  completed:) 


KURUSU:  "Hello,  hello.  This  is 
Kurusu" • 

YAMAMOTO:  "This  is  Yamamoto." 

KURUSU:  "Yes,  Hello,  hollo." 

(Unable  to  get  Yamamoto  for  about  six 
or  eight  seconds,  he  said  aside  to 
himself,  or  to  someone  near  him:) 

KURUSU:  "Oh,  I  see.  they're  making  a 
record  of  this,  huh?'' 

(It  is  believed  he  meant  that  the  six 
second  interruption  was  made  so  that 
a  record  could  be  started  in  Tokyo. 
Interceptor's  machine  had  been  started 
several  minutes  earlier.) 


» 
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Litoral  translate 


KURUSU:  "Hello,  Sorry  to  trouble 
you  so  often," 

I 

YAMAMOTO:  "How  did  the  matrimonial 
question  get  along  today?" 


"How  did  the  negotia¬ 
tions  go  today?" 


KURt'SU:  "Oh,  haven't  you  mot  our  tele- 
gran’*  yet?  It  was  sent--let  me  see-at 
about  six--no,  seven  o'clock.  Seven 
o'clock.  About  three  hours  ago, 

"There  wasn't  much  that  was  dif¬ 
ferent  from  what  Miss  Umoko  said 
yesterday," 


"There  wasn't  much  that 
was  different  from 
Hull's  talks  of  yester¬ 
day." 


YAM  A.  .0T0:  "Oh,  there  wasn't  much  dif¬ 
ference?" 


KURUSU:  "No,  there  wasn't.  As  before, 
that  southward  matter— that  south, 

S OUTH- - s out hward  matter,  is  having  con¬ 
siderable  effect.  You  know,  southward 
matter", 

YAMAMOTO :  (Obviously  trying  to  indicate 
the  serious  effect  that  Jnoancse  concen¬ 
trations,  etc,  in  French  Indo-China  were 
having  on  the  conversations  in  Washington, 

He  tries  to  do  this  without  getting  away 
from  the  "Miss  Umeko  childbirth,  marriage" 
character  of  the  voice  code.) 

YA.'AJOTO:  "Oh,  the  south  matter?  It's 
effective?" 

• 

KURUSU:  "Yes,  and  at  one  time,  the  mat- S "Yes,  and  at  one  time 
rimonial  question  seemed  as  if  it  would  :it  looked  as  though  we 
be  settled."  : could  reach  an  agree- 

'  :ment. 

• 

KURUSU:  "But— well,  of  course,  there 
are  other  matters  involved  too,  but— 
that  was  it— that  was  the  monkey 
wrench.  Details  are  included  in  the 
telegram*  which  should  arrive  very 
shortly.  It  is  not  very  long  and* 
you'll  be  able  to  road  it  quickly." 


j 
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Literal  Translation 

YAMAMOTO:  "Oh,  you’ve  disoatched 
it?" 


KURUSU :  "Oh.  yes,  quite  a  while  ago. 
At  about  7  o'clock," 

(Pause. ) 

KURUSU:  "How  do  things  look  there? 
Does  it  seem  as  if  a  child  might  be 
born?" 


Y/UdAMOTO :  (In  a  very  definite  tone): 
"Yes,  the  birth  of  the  child  seems 
imminent." 

KURUSU:  (In  a  somewhat  surprised 
tone,  repeating  Yamamoto's  statement): 

"It  does  seem  as  if  the  birth 
is  going  to  take  place?" 

(Pause) 

KURUSU:  "In  which  direction..." 
(stopped  himself  very  abruptly  at  this 
slip  which  went  outside  the  character 
of  the  voice  code.  After  a  slight 
Dause  ho  quickly  recovered,  then  to 
cover  up  the  slip,  continued:) 

KURUSU:  "Is  it  to  be  a  boy  or  a  girl?" 

YAMAMOTO:  (Hesitated,  then  laughing  at 
his  hesitation  took  up  Kurusu’s  cue  to 
re-establish  the  voice  code  character 
of  the  talk.  The  "boy,  girl,  healthy" 
byplay  has  no  other  significance): 

YAMAMOTO:  "It  seems  as  if  it  will  be 
a  strong  healthy  boy." 

KURUSU:  "Oh,  it's  to  be  a  strong 
healthy  boy?" 

(Rather  long  pause.) 


Decode  of  Voice  Code 


"Does  it  seem  as  if  a 
crisis  is  at  hand?" 


.".Yes,  a  cris  does 
appear  imminent." 


:"A  crisis  does  apoear 
:  imminent?" 
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Literal  Translation 

YAIJATIOTO :  "Yes, 

l'Pld  you  mke  anY  statement 
fl?!,  hf^fDaDers)  regarding  your 
talk  v/lth  Mss  Kimiko  today?" 

KURUSU:  "No,  nothing.  Nothing  except 
the  mere  fact  that  we  met,"  P 

YAMAMOTO :  "Regarding  the  matter  con- 

dainCni^  thu  tel®gram**of  the  other 
day,  although  no  definite  decision 

4?uSibe^!}  radG  yGt»  Please  be  advised 
that  effecting  it  will  be  difficult." 

KURUSU:  "Oh,  it  is  difficult,  huh?" 

YAMAMOTO:  "Yes,  it  is." 

mo^eSth»t"V/e11^  T,gucss  there's  nothing 
more  that  can  be  done  then." 

YAMAMOTO :  "Well,  yes." 

(Pause.) 

YAMAMOTO:  "Then,  today,,," 

KURUSU:  "Today?" 

YAIaA'iOTO:  "The  matrimonial  question, 
that  is,  the  ratter  pertaining  toar- 
o?r^"ng  3  n’9rrlapG"”don,t  break  them 

talks U"  "NOt  break  ther?  You  ^tan 

(Helplessly: ) 

KURUSU :  "Oh.  my." 

i£S££nulP*  af*er  *  Pausei) 

KURUSU:  "Dlease  read  carefully 
-''hat  Miss  Kimiko  had  to  s  ay  as  con¬ 
tained  in  today's  telegram*." 


Lee  Cod( 


: "Did  you  make  any  s  tate 
:ment  regarding  your 
:  talks  v/ith  the 
: President  today?" 


"Regarding  negotiations 
don't  break  them  off." 


••"Please  read  carefully 
:v/hat  the  president  had 
:to  say  as  contained 
:in  today's  telegram*." 
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Literal  Translation  Decode  of  Voice  Code 

YAMAMOTO :  "From  ”’hnt  time  to  v-hnt 
tire  v/ere  your  talks  today?" 

KURUSU:  "Oh,  today's  was  from 

2:30." 

(Much  repeating  of  the  numeral  2) 

KURUSU:  "Oh,  you  mean  the  duration? 

Oh,  that  was  for  about  an  hour." 

YAMAMOTO:  "Regarding  the  matri-  : "Regarding  the  ne- 

monial  question."  :gotiations." 

"I shall  send  you  another  message. 

However,  please  bear  in  mind  that  the 
matter  of  the  other  day  is  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  one." 


KURUSU:  "But  without  anything , — they  :"But  without  anything, 

want  to  keep  carrying  on  the  matri-  :they  want  to  keep  on 

monial  question.  They  do.  In  the  mean- negotiating.  In  the 
time  we’re  faced  with  the  excitement  of  :meantime,  we  have  a 
haying  a  child  born.  On  top  of  that  : crisis  on  hand  and  the 
Tokugawa  is  really  champing  at  the  bit,  :army  is  champing  at  the 
isn't  he?  Tokugawa  is,  isn't  he?"  :bit.  You  know  the  array 


(Laughter  and  pause). 


KURUSU:  "That's  why  I  doubt  if  any¬ 
thing  can  be  done." 

YA’IAMOTO:  "I  don't  think  it's  as  bad 
as  that." 

YAMAMOTO:  "Well,  —  we  can't  sell  a  :"Y/ell,  —  wc  can't 
mountain."  :vield»" 

KURUSU:  "Oh,  sure,  I  know  that.  That 
isn't  even  a  debatable  question  any  more." 

YAMAMOTO :  "Well,  then,  although  we 
can't  yield,  we'll  give  you  some  kind 
of  a  reoly  to  that  telegram." 

KURUSU:  In  any  event,  Miss  Kimiko  is  :"In  any  event,  the 
leaving  town  tomorrow,  and  will  remain  : President  is  leaving 
in  the  country  until  Wednesday."  :town  tomorrow,  and  will 

: remain  in  the  country 
:until  Wednesday." 
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Literal  Translation  Decode  of  Voice  Code 

YAMAMOTO:  "Will  you  elease  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  your  best*" 

KURUSU :  "Oh,  yes*  I'll  do  my 
best*  And  Nomura's  doing  every¬ 
thing  too." 

YA-IA  JOTO:  "Oh,  all  right.  In 
today's  talks,  there  wasn't  any¬ 
thing  of  snecial  interest  then?" 

KURUSU :  "No,  nothing  of  particular 
interest,  except  that  it  is  quite 
clear  now  that  that  southward — ah 
— the  south,  the  south  matter  is 
having  considerable  effect.'' 

YAMAMOTO:  "I  see.  Well,  then, 

good  bye." 

KURUSU:  "Good  bye*" 


JD-1 :  6P90  (K)  Navy  Trans.  11-28-41  (  ) 


♦JD-1:  6915  (S*  I.  3,  #25495)*  Outline  of  interview  on 
27  November  with  Roosevelt. -Hvtll-Kurusu-Nomura. 

♦  ♦Probably  >,1189  (S.I.5.  #25441-42).  (JD-1:  6^06). 

Washington  resorts  the  t'”o  oroposals  presented  by  the  U-S. 
on  26  November. 
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